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Catholic Diocese of Richmond Response to WRIC 
“Out of respect for the survivors, we cannot provide details regarding either the Bishop’s process for identifying the names 
on the recently released clergy list or the proceedings of the Diocesan Review Board.” 

 

By releasing a list of clergy names, Bishop Knestout fulfilled a promise that he made in September of 2018. It assured us no 
one who has been credibly accused remains in active ministry in the Diocese of Richmond to the best of our knowledge. More 
importantly, as Bishop Knestout mentioned in his Pastoral Letter from “Tragedy to Hope,” he believes this is an important 
step in helping survivors with their healing. 

 

We can tell you that the list was carefully considered and includes names of clergy against whom a credible and substantiated 
allegation of sexual abuse of a minor was made.  For purposes of the list, an allegation was considered credible and 
substantiated if it was supported by a preponderance of the evidence.  This determination was made after carefully considering 
many factors and circumstances including, but not limited to admissions, convictions, arrests, settlements of civil claims, 
detailed, consistent and plausible complaints, number of victims, priest’s assignment history, adverse actions against the priest 
by Church authority, and whether the name was published on other lists of known abusers.  The facts and circumstances that 
could substantiate a credible allegation varied from case to case. 

 

The safety of children, youth and the vulnerable in the care of the diocese is of the utmost importance to us. It is our Church 
today.  

 

Mandatory policies and procedures to protect minors and the vulnerable fall under the Charter for the Protection of Children 
and Young People which the Diocese of Richmond has been in compliance with since the inception of the Charter. If you are 
not familiar with our diocese and what we do to protect youth and the vulnerable, please visit our website: 
https://richmonddiocese.org/child-protection-safe-environment/ 

 

What we continue to do and remain committed to within or diocese is to help victims of clergy sexual abuse heal from the 
transgressions of the past while protecting our children and others who are vulnerable today. That is our pledge and remains 
our promise. 
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